Maine

EPR Snapshot for Envelope & Mail Producers

Summary

PRO: In a major development, CAA explicitly declined to submit a bid by the August 2026
deadline. CAA cited misalignments between Maine's municipal cost-reimbursement model and
CAA's standardized multi-state operating systems

Status: Postponed.

Upcoming: The Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) issued a bulletin stating it
is actively revising the RFP to find a workable path forward.

Maine was the first U.S. state to enact a packaging EPR law. Its scope is focused on packaging
materials — it does not extend broadly to printed paper or direct mail. Implementation is ongoing
in 2026 with the first annual producer payments not scheduled until September 2027.

What Is Covered

e Packaging materials sold or distributed in Maine

e Focus is on consumer packaging — general printed paper and communications mail are not the
primary target

This is an important distinction: Maine's narrower scope means many envelope applications that function
as communications rather than product packaging may not be covered. However, envelopes used as
packaging (e.g., e-commerce mailers, product delivery packaging) should be analyzed.

Practical Takeaways

e If your primary products are communications envelopes (transactional, direct mail), Maine's scope is
narrower and less likely to apply — but confirm with counsel

e If you produce packaging-style mailers or e-commerce envelopes, conduct a coverage analysis

e Monitor Maine DEP regularly — implementation details are still being finalized

What to Watch

e Maine DEP's Packaging Material Types List — monitor for updates that could affect envelope
classification



e Stewardship organization selection — producers will need to register once a PRO is formally
designated
e Producer guidance expected to be released as implementation progresses

Key Dates

e February 19, 2026 - DEP adopted Chapter 428 amendments and Packaging Material Types List

e 2026 - Participating municipalities still began tracking their eligible recycling operational expenses,
aiming for future structural cost relief once funding mechanisms launch

e 2027 - The original target for the first annual producer funding payments is highly likely to be
delayed pending the revised RFP rollout

Key Resources

e Maine DEP EPR Page
e Circular Action Alliance — State Resources

Practical briefing only; not legal advice. Consult qualified counsel to determine how EPR obligations
apply to your specific products and operations. Last updated October 2026.


https://www.maine.gov/dep/waste/recycle/epr.html
https://circularactionalliance.org/

